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an inconceivable license of speech among the fellahin, em-
ployed in the excavations where men, women, and girls
worked together. The petrifying formalism of Mohamme-
danism, acknowledged by advanced Mohammedan think-
ers/ which produces the tendency, often nobly withstood, a
tendency to divorce the practice of religion from the prac-
tice of morality, has greatly helped to preserve a low moral
atmosphere. The popular conception of a sensual paradise
has further tended to the same result.
It should not be necessary to add that in spite of Its low
Idealism Islam has always had its saints and has Its saints
to-day. "Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see
God" was uttered as a universal truth with no limiting
phrase. The followers of Jesus can never rise higher than
his teachings, but Moslem practice is sometimes better
than Moslem precept. How the desire for inward holi-
ness finds expression in the religious orders we shall see in
our next chapter. But good men are everywhere found
among the rank and file of Islam. Oriental Christians ac-
knowledge that their conscientious Moslem neighbors often
show a high type of character. British merchants in Syria
have testified to the absolute integrity of Moslem agents.
Missionaries declare that they have found true men of God
among the Mohammedans. "To do justice and to love
mercy" is the common aim of all good men. In no coun-
try is the best type of Moslem character more widely repre-
sented than in those under present consideration. A well-
known American missionary in Arabia, where some of the
worst features of Mohammedanism are accentuated, once
remarked: "In Syria and Palestine Islam is at its best."
It is inevitable that in the chapters dealing with Islam
comparison should be made, explicitly as well as uncon-
1 " For the last few centuries Islam has become, in. the minds of a
large number of its votaries, associated with a lifeless formalism, the
practice of its rules of morality has given place to mere profession, and
its real aim as a creed to live by has been forgotten/' "The Spirit of
Islam or the Life and Teachings of Mohammed/' by Ameer Ali, Syed
(Calcutta, 1902), preface to popular edition, p. ix.

